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Kolkata: Must truth always
be sugarcoated? Or is it bettor
to dish out truth without any
frills? The ‘Past vs Present
Debate’ at the Loreto College
auditorium brought some of
the argumentative old college
girls back to where they all
started out.

Six Loretoites took the
stage to slog it out on Friday
as part of the centenary cele-
brations of the college. Those
taking the podium were an
eclectic mix of filmmaker,
Journalist and academic who
received stiff competition
from the students of the col-
lege in the battle of words.

The motion: “The house be-
lieves that truth must be told at
all times’. The house was pro-
posed by the team of present
college girls comprising
Shrishti Nandania, Adrija Chat-
terjee and Krishna Didwania.
The motion was opposed by old
girls — journalist Bachi
Karkaria, filmmaker Sudesh-
na Roy and dean of ICFAI busi-
ness school, Durga Rani Sinha.

The house was opened by

the lead speaker of the propo-
sition, Shrishti, who went on
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(From left) Durga Rani Sinha, Sudeshna Roy and Bachi Karkaria
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at the Loreto ‘Past vs Present Debate’ on Friday

to say that one must under any
circumstances not refrain from
speaking the truth. “Satyame-
va Jayate should be the order
of the day,” said Shrishti.
Shrishti was, however,
counter-attacked in her own
words by opponent Durga Rani
Sinha who laid out certain ba-
sic principles as to why truth
cannot be spoken all the time.

“Man co-exists in a society. For
practical, ethical and social rea-
sons one cannot speak the truth
all the time,” Sinha said. Sec-
ond speaker for the proposition,
Adrija Chatterjee, got confused
with the topic when she in-
sisted that truth is a moral op-
tion and more often than not
an advantageous option.
“Truth is multi-dimensional

1ght over truth at Loreto debate

and whether we speak the truth
is a personal choice,” she said.

Filmmaker Sudeshna Roy
went on to share some per-
sonal stories. “I realized at a
Very young age that speaking
the truth can be anything but
advantageous. It can be Spo-
ken sometimes, not all the
time,” Roy said.

The debate reached a
crescendo with Bachi Kark-
aria’s incisive wit and power-
ful rhetoric that received the
loudest cheers from the audi-
ence. “The truth is always ugly.
You need to conceal and pow-
der it before presenting it. And
it is always the adulterated
truth that works,” she said.

The debate was moderated
by former faculty member of
Max Mueller Bhavan, Raju Ra-
man. The opposition managed
to successfully impress upon
the audience and were de-
clared the winners.

The debate was organized
by the Loreto College Alum-
nae Association. The curtains
will come down on the cente-
nary celebrations with a west-
ern music performance and a
fashion show organized by de-
signer Anamika Khanna, also
an old student of the college.
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